
 

 

ABI 
Study 1: An Introduction 

9.24.17 

How would you respond to the 
following self-defeating statements? 
(called the “Suicide Tactic” by G. Koukl)  
 
1. There is no truth. 
___________________________________ 
 
2. There are no absolute truths. 
___________________________________ 
 
3. No one can know the truth. 
___________________________________ 
 
4. Only scientific evidence can give us the 

truth. 
___________________________________ 
 
5. All truth depends on your perspective. 
___________________________________ 
 
6. Christians shouldn’t judge. 
___________________________________ 
 
7. You should be tolerant of all views. 
___________________________________ 
 
8. It’s arrogant to claim to have the truth. 
___________________________________ 

“We can’t avoid reasoning;  
we can only avoid doing it well.” 

 
 
 

Peter Kreeft,  
Handbook of Christian Apologetics 



 

 

Defining the Terms Is Apologetics Biblical? 

. 

1. Apologetics as defense 
a. 1 Peter 3:15 
b. Philippians 1:7,16 

 
2. Apologetics as proof 

a. John 14:11; 20:24-31  
b. Acts 1:3 
c. 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 
3. Apologetics as destroying false thinking  

a. 2 Corinthians 10:5 

 

“I don’t believe there is any evidence for God. 
And I think that religion has caused a lot of 
problems in the world. I do consider myself 
spiritual however. I think everyone has his/her 
own beliefs and experiences in life. And I don’t 
think the church should push their views on me. 
There are things that I believe are true and I have 
the right to my own opinion. If there was a God 
then why doesn’t he show himself?  And with all 
the contradictions in the bible, and its problems 
with sexism, slavery and all the evil. I’d just 
rather believe in science.” 

A self-defeating statement is one that fails 
to meet its own standard.  It cannot live up 
to its own criteria.  
 

1. Apologetics can ______________________. 
2. Apologetics can ______________________. 
3. Apologetics can ______________________. 
4. Apologetics can ______________________. 
5. Apologetics can ______________________. 

What are the Benefits? 

Called the “Columbo Tactic” – G. Koukl 
 
__________________________________________? 

Self-defeating Statements 
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