
 

 

ABI 
Study 5:  

The Personal Problem of Evil & Suffering 

“God whispers to us in our 
pleasures, speaks in our conscience, 
but shouts in our pains: it is his 
megaphone to rouse a deaf world.” 

     
C.S. Lewis 



 

 

The Personal Problem of Suffering 

 

• Evil can be acknowledged as ________ 
because it is measured against objective 
goodness. 
 
 

• In the midst of personal suffering, we 
still _______ _______ as image bearers. 

 
 

• God can _________ the __________ 
that comes with emotional distress. 
(Gen. 2:25; 3:7, 21) 

 
 
• God, in the life and death of Jesus, 

_________ into our human ________. 
(Mk.14:33-34; Lk. 22:44; Matt. 27:46)  

 
 
• __________ & __________ will come! 

(Romans 8:18; 1 Peter 1:6-7; Rev. 21:3-5a)  
 

The Personal Problem of Evil and Suffering 
moves away from asking _______ God 
permits evil and suffering to ____ humans 
can manage, cope, and alleviate the ________ 
__________ of pain and suffering. 

The Christian Response 

 

• Atheistic Materialism ______ ______evil.  
o (So what’s the question?) 

 
• The mechanism of natural selection 

(evolution) __________ upon death, 
violence, and suffering. 
o (So what’s the problem?) 

 
• Suffering will end when you die, but 

____________ any significant meaning 
or purpose. 
o (So what’s the point?) 

 

Why Atheistic Materialism Fails  
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