
 

 

 

ABI 
Study 6:  

Why Did God Command 
the Killing of the Canaanites? 

“The God of the Old Testament is 
arguably the most unpleasant character in 
all fiction: jealous and proud of it; a petty, 
unjust, unforgiving control-freak; a 
vindictive, bloodthirsty, ethnic cleanser; a 
misogynistic, homophobic, racist, 
infanticidal, genocidal, filicidal, 
pestilential, megalomaniacal, 
sadomasochistic, capriciously malevolent 
bully.”   

    Richard Dawkins 

Summary 

1. The Canaanites were a detestable 
people, who practiced a debased 
religion, ___________ of judgment. 

2. God, as the author of life itself, has the 
___________ to take life in judgment. 

3. It is ____________ to think of the 
conquests of Canaan as genocide or 
ethnic cleansing. 

4. The “annihilation” language used was 
___________ for warfare, similar to the 
kind of language a sports team uses.  
“We destroyed that team.” 

5. There is archeological evidence that 
indicates that ____________were not 
part of the Canaanite military outposts 
that Israel attacked. 

6. If a skeptic has a problem with God’s 
existence because of the problem of evil, 
why do they object when God actually 
does ___________ to stop evil? You 
can’t have it both ways! 

7. God’s scope is much wider than ours.  
His reasons are always morally sufficient 
because His nature is ______ and holy! 



 

 

Promise, Patience & Judgment 

 

• God’s ____________ to Abraham 
o  (Gen. 12:1-3; 15:18-19) 

 
• God’s ____________ with the Canaanites 

o  (Gen. 15:16) 
 
• God’s ____________ on the Canaanites 

o (Deut. 18:9-14; Lev. 18:20-30) 

Exaggerated Warfare Rhetoric 

 

It was not Genocide! 

“Women and children?” Doubt it!  

• There is military conquest narrative 
language found in Joshua, where 
__________ and _________ are used. 
o “Devoted to destruction” (haram) 
o “with the edge of the sword”   
o “he left none remaining” 
o 6:21; 10:28, 35, 37, 39, 40; 

11:11-12) 
• “if your right eye causes you to sin, tear it 

out and throw it away” 
o ”Matt. 5:29-30 

• It wasn’t genocide or ethnic cleansing 
because the Canaanites were still around! 
o  Compare Joshua 10:38-40; 11:23 

to Joshua 13:1; Judges 1:9-11 
 

• “These campaigns were essentially disabling 
raids: they were not territorial conquests with 
instant Hebrew occupation.”   

(Kenneth Kitchen) 

o Joshua 10:15, 43 
 

“Israel’s wars here were directed toward government 
and military installments; this is where the king, the 
army, and the priesthood resided.  The use of “women” 
and “young and old” was merely stock ancient Near 
Eastern language that could be used even if women and 
young and old weren’t living there… Again, all the 
archeological evidence indicates that no civilian 
populations existed at Jericho, Ai, and other cities 
mentioned in Joshua.”       Paul Copan  
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