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Watchtower Society 

¡ “The Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society is the greatest corporation 
in the world, because from the 
time of its organization until now 
the Lord has used it as His channel 
through which to make known the 
glad tidings.” 

¡  The Watchtower, 15 Jan 1917, p. 6033 



Watchtower Society 
¡ “Jehovah’s organization alone, 

in all the earth, is directed by 
God’s holy spirit or active force.” 

¡  The Watchtower , 1 July 1973, p. 402 

¡ “We must not lose sight of the 
fact that God is directing his 
organization.” 

¡  The Watchtower, 1 June 1985, p. 19 



Watchtower Society 

¡ “The Faithful & Discreet Slave?”  

¡ (Matt. 24:45-51) 

 



An Admission & Weak Defense 
¡  “The Governing Body is neither inspired nor infallible.  

Therefore, it can err in doctrinal matters or in organizational 
direction.  In fact, the Watch Tower Publication Index includes 
the heading “Beliefs Clarified,” which lists adjustments in our 
Scriptural understanding since 1870.  Of course, Jesus did not 
tell us that his faithful slave would produce perfect spiritual 
food.  So how can we answer Jesus’ question: “Who really is 
the faithful and discreet slave?” (Matt. 24:45)  What evidence 
is there that the Governing Body is filling that role?”  

             Watchtower Feb. 2017 



Weak Evidence #1 
¡  “Evidence of holy spirit.  The holy spirit has helped the 

Governing Body to grasp Scriptural truths not previously 
understood…  Surely, no human deserves credit for 
discovering and explaining these “deep things of God”! 
(Read 1 Cor. 2:10).  The Governing Body echoes the apostle 
Paul, who wrote: These things we also speak, not with words 
taught by human wisdom, but with those taught by the 
spirit.” (1 Cor. 2:13).  After centuries of apostasy and spiritual 
darkness, can anything other then holy spirit explain the 
rapid increase in spiritual understanding since 1919.” 

¡  Watchtower Feb. 2017  



Weak Evidence #2 
¡  “Evidence of angelic assistance.  The Governing Body today 

has the colossal task of overseeing an international 
preaching work involving over eight million evangelizers.  
Why has that work been so successful?  For one, angels are 
involved. (Read Rev. 14:6, 7.)  In many cases, publishers have 
called on individuals who had just been praying for help!  
The overall growth of the preaching and disciple-making 
work despite fierce opposition in some lands has likewise 
been possible only with superhuman assistance.” 

¡  Watchtower Feb. 2017  



Weak Evidence #3 
¡  “Reliance on God’s Word. (Read John 17:17.)  Consider what 

occurred in 1973.  The June 1 issue of the The Watchtower asked 
the question: “Do… persons who have not broken their addition to 
tobacco qualify for baptism?”  The answer was” ‘The Scriptural 
evidence points to the conclusion that they do not.’  After citing 
several relevant scriptures, The Watchtower explained why an 
unrepentant smoker should be disfellowshipped. (1 Cor. 5:7; 2 Cor. 
7:1) It said: “This represents no effort to act in an arbitrary, 
dictatorial manner.  The strictness really proceeds from God, who 
expresses himself through his written Word.’…  If those of the 
Governing Body allow God’s Word rather than popular opinion to 
guide their decisions, who is really leading God’s people today? 

¡  Watchtower Feb. 2017  



Watchtower Society 

¡  JW’s must use Watchtower material as an aid 
to their studies. 

¡  Studies are dependent, not independent. 

¡  JW’s are not allowed to receive or read other 
religious/spiritual material.  Only that which is 
produced by the Watchtower. 



The New World Translation 

¡  The Watchtower leaders created their own 
translation in the 1950’s called The New 
World Translation of the Holy Scriptures.  It 
has been revised several times, with 
hundreds of words and phrases changed to 
fit Watchtower doctrines. 



The New World Translation 
(adding Jehovah to NT) 

¡ “But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, no not fear to take 
Mary as you wife, for that which is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit” (ESV - Matt. 1:20) 

¡ “But after he had thought these things over, look! 
Jehovah’s angel appeared to him in a dream, 
saying: “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take your wife Mary home, for what has been 
conceived in here is by holy spirit (NWT – Matt. 1:20). 



The New World Translation 
(“the cross” to “the torture stake”) 

¡ “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in 
three days, save yourself!  If you are the Son of God, 
come down from the cross” (ESV – Matt.27:40). 

¡ “You who would throw down the temple and build it 
up in three days, save yourself!  If you are a son of 
God, come down off the torture stake (NWT – Matt. 
27:40)! 



The New World Translation 
(“Holy Spirit” to “active force”) 

¡ “The earth was without form and void, and 
darkness was over the face of the deep.  And the 
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 
waters” (ESV – Gen. 1:2).  

¡ “Now the earth was formless and desolate, and 
there was darkness upon the surface of the watery 
deep, and God’s active force was moving over 
the surface of the waters” (NWT – Gen. 1:2). 



The New World Translation 
(Christ’s “coming” to “presence”) 

¡ “As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
came to him privately, saying, Tell us, when will 
these things be, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and of the end of the age” (ESV – Matt. 
24:3)? 

¡ “While he was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples approached him privately, saying: ‘Tell us, 
when will these things be, and what will be the sign 
of your presence and of the conclusion of the 
system of things” (NWT – Matt 24:4)? 



The New World Translation 
(“God” to “a god”) 

¡ “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God” (ESV – 
John 1:1). 

¡ “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was a god” (NWT 
– John 1:1). 



The New World Translation 
(“I Am” to “I have been”) 

¡ Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
before Abraham was, I am” (ESV – Jn. 8:58). 

¡ Jesus said to them: “Most truly I say to you, 
before Abraham came into existence, I have 
been” (NWT – Jn. 8:58). 



Godhead & Christology 

¡ JW’s do not believe in the Trinity.  They believe the 
Trinity is a pagan idea. 

¡ JW’s believe that Jesus is Michael the Archangel, 
the first created being of Jehovah. 

¡ JW’s believe that the Holy Spirit is not a person, 
but an “active force” that God uses. 



Salvation 
¡ There are two classes of believers.   
¡ Anointed (144,000) and the “other sheep.” 

¡ Salvation comes by “association” with the 
organization. 

¡ It is a works righteousness salvation. 



Blood, Birthdays, Crosses, etc. 
¡  Prohibited from accepting blood transfusion. 

¡  Prohibited from celebrating holidays (religious or 
secular) such as Birthdays, Christmas, 4th July. 

¡  Prohibited from voting.  They cannot run or hold 
any political office. 

¡  Prohibited from wearing a cross. 

¡ Discouraged from military service. 

¡ Discouraged from pursuing higher education. 



John 8:31-32 

¡ “So Jesus said to the Jews who had 
believed in him, “If you abide in my 

word, you are truly my disciples, 
and you will know the truth, and 

the truth will set you free.” 


