
Summary of the Knowledge Content in Romans 1:18-32 (Facts vs. Faith Part 2-Henry Smith 11/4/18) 

1. The wrath of God is revealed, and therefore known. 

2. The knowledge of God is plain because God is the One who has revealed it. This unique, 

revelatory activity is entirely the work of God and is not dependent on man in any way. 

Therefore, the knowledge of God is not obtained by men, but revealed by God. 

3. The knowledge of God's attributes and person have been seen and perceived since the creation 

of the world, at the time of Adam, and therefore subsequently include all humans in history.  

4. The knowledge of God consists of the knowledge of his invisible attributes and personal 

knowledge of God himself, his THEOTES (=God’s “Godness”). The THEOTES includes all the 

attributes of God, and personal knowledge of him, with no obscurity regarding any particular 

aspect of God's character.  

5. The knowledge of God's attributes and person is perceived by all men, both in immediate visual 

perception of the world and internal, non-visual, intellectual perception. This includes children 

and the unborn. 

6. The knowledge of God is perspicuous (clear), so that man is legally guilty before God and 

without excuse. 

7. With the knowledge of God fully present both without and within, men refuse to acknowledge 

God's glory or his incorruptible nature. Instead, men proclaim their own wisdom, and worship 

both corruptible man and beasts.  

8. Fully cognizant of the fact that we possess the knowledge of God, we purposefully and 

deliberately consider that knowledge to be unworthy of retention. We knowingly desire to force 

God out of their knowledge. 

9. Knowing God in both the present and past, we exchanged HIM for a lie.  

10. Knowing God, we worshipped and served the created things which we know God Himself 

created, which entails the worship and service of ourselves and other people. 

11. God's wrath is on each individual, and each person knows it. In their heart of hearts, all men 

know that the futility and frustration they experience in the world is the result of God's 

displeasure. Fully knowing this, we attribute our futility to some other cause other than God's 

divine wrath as a result of our own sin. 

12. Knowing God's righteous ordinance (law) and knowing that God is holy, we disregarded his laws 

and broke them anyway.  

13. We know we are worthy of death because we have deliberately and purposefully transgressed 

God's righteous ordinance. 

14. All men know they are worthy of death. Yet, since we know that it is God that allows them to 

continue to live, we also know God is merciful and patient. For if God dealt with us on the basis 

of our behavior, we would already be dead. 

15. Since we know God is the one who dispenses mercy, justice, and wrath, we know in their heart 

of hearts that God is the only one that has the power to deliver us from our predicament. 

Knowing this, we futilely attempt to deliver themselves instead, mainly through the worship and 

service of created things.  

16. With full knowledge of the consequences, men deliberately collaborate with one another to 

commit transgressions against God’s laws and also encourage each other to do so. 

 


