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Main Takeaways 

• Submitting to governing authorities is a 
way to submit to God’s authority, because 
He appointed these authorities. 
 
 

• God has appointed governing authorities 
as a means to maintain order and reduce 
anarchy and chaos. 

 

• Submission to governing authorities does 
not necessarily include universal 
obedience, since our higher calling is to 
“obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29).  
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 Romans 13:1-7 Romans 13:1-7 

Why does this relationship exist? 
(13:1b-5) 

 
1. Because God has _______ the governing 

authorities (13:1b-2). 
 

2. Because of the ________  from the 
governing authorities (13:3-5). 

How should Christians relate to the state? 
(13:1, 6-7) 

 
1. We are to ________ ourselves to the 

governing authorities (13:1). 
 
2. We are to pay our ________ (13:6). 
 
3. We are to give ________ and ________ to 

all those to whom it is due (13:7). 
______________________________ 

Let’s talk about “Authority” 
(vv. 1, 1b, 2, 3, 6) 

 
• What kinds of governing authorities or 

authority structures exist in life? 
• Why do we struggle with authority? 
• In what ways do we try to circumvent, 

challenge or resist submitting to authorities? 
• What does giving respect and honor to 

governing authorities look like? 
_________________________________ 

Is Civil Disobedience Allowed? 
 

1. Submitting vs. Obeying  
 

2. Biblical Examples of Civil Disobedience 
 

a. Hebrew Midwives disobeyed King of 
Egypt. (Ex. 1:15-17, 20-21) 

b. Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego 
disobeyed King Nebuchadnezzar-Dan. 3 

c. Daniel disobeyed the decree of King 
Darius – Dan. 6 

d. Peter and John disobeyed the council of 
the Sadducees (Jewish Authorities) - 
Acts 5 
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  Romans 13:8-14 Romans 13:8-14 

What shall the Christian do? 
 

• “Owe no one anything, except to love each 
other” (v.8). 

o  The Christian must ____ his debts. 
 

• “You shall love your neighbor… Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor” (vv.9-10). 

o The Christian is to love and do no 
_____ to his neighbor. 

 
• “You know the time, that the hour has 

come for you to wake from sleep.  For 
salvation is nearer to us now…” (v.11). 

o The Christian is to have an 
____________ of eternality. 
 

• “Cast off the works of darkness and put on 
the armor of light... not in quarreling… 
But put on the Lord Jesus Christ…” (vv.12-
14). 

o The Christian is to put on armor that 
_______ the _______ of Christ.  

Let’s ask some questions! 
 

• Which of these Christian virtues or duties 
link to a current political issue?  How may it 
affect that issue? 
 

• How could these Christian virtues or duties 
affect our political discourse? 

Christians and Politics 
From The Prodigal Prophet by Timothy Keller 

 
• Know the distinction between a “biblical 

prescription and the realm of wisdom and 
prudence.” 
 

•  Be cognizant of “ethical package deals” 
where the church is asked to fully embrace 
every position in a political party. 

 
• As Christians, our positions should be both 

offensive and attractive. “In fact, if we 
are only offensive or only attractive and not 
both, we can be sure we are failing to live as 
we ought.” 
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